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Netcare Greenacres Hospital launches cutting-edge cardiac facility 
Comprehensive range of private cardiac services made available to the people of the Eastern 
Cape 
 
Tuesday, 25 November 2014 Netcare Greenacres Hospital in Port Elizabeth launched its upgraded cutting-

edge cardiac facility for the diagnosis and treatment of heart disease on Monday. The new centre offers 

private adult and paediatric patients a comprehensive range of cardiac services. 

 

Netcare Greenacres Hospital general manager, Gloria Murison, says that in recent years there has been a 

growing demand within the Eastern Cape province for the highly specialised cardiac services that the new 

facility is now offering. “We are delighted to open this upgraded centre, which includes a state-of-the-art 

electrophysiology unit where heart rhythm problems can be diagnosed and treated. This facility is an 

expression of the hospital’s complete commitment to the community and its cardiac patients,” adds 

Murison. 

 

Dr Lungile Pepeta, an interventional paediatric cardiologist who practises at the hospital and heads up its 

paediatric cardiology unit, describes the new cardiac centre at Netcare Greenacres Hospital as “an 

important development for heart medicine in the Eastern Cape”.  

 

He says the incorporation of a number of specialised services, including a dedicated cardiac theatre, the 

electrophysiology (EP) unit, two cardiac catheterisation laboratories (cath labs), a coronary care unit, 

cardio-thoracic ward, and intensive care unit (ICU) into a cardiac centre, will allow specialists focusing on 

various disciplines within heart medicine to cooperate more closely to the benefit of patients.  

 

“Patients can be rapidly referred on to the appropriate cardiac specialist to take care of their particular 

heart condition. With its outstanding technology the facility enables us to perform procedures with greater 

precision, which ultimately means improved outcomes,” Dr Pepeta adds. 
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He points out that the hospital has developed private medicine’s first complete EP unit in the Eastern Cape 

under Dr Neil Hendricks, who specialises in this field. “As I work with children, it is particularly exciting for 

me that Dr Adele Greyling, one of the paediatric interventional cardiologists practising at the hospital, is 

training in paediatric electrophysiology. To the best of my knowledge she will be the first cardiologist to 

specialise in heart rhythm disorders in children in South Africa,” adds Dr Pepeta. 

 

Murison suggests that multi-disciplinary teams of specialists at the hospital can use a range of different 

approaches to treat cardiac and vascular diseases, with cases being managed by cardiologists and 

radiologists who are able to guide procedures using diagnostic imaging equipment to visualise the arteries 

and chambers of the heart for the purposes of diagnosis. If necessary they will be able, together with 

cardiac surgeons, to combine traditional open-type surgical operations with percutaneous procedures, 

which are minimally invasive interventions done via needle-punctures of the skin.  

 

A range of sophisticated diagnostic and interventional equipment has been introduced as part of the 

facility’s upgrade. The new bi-plane imaging technology, which provides highly detailed images of a 

patient's blood vessels, is an example of such equipment. Dr Pepeta says the bi-plane system enables 

doctors to obtain three-dimensional views of a patient's anatomy and can be used to accurately guide 

remote minimally invasive procedures. The system also has the advantages of reducing the patient’s 

exposure to radiation and dyes, making it safer to use for particularly children and the elderly.   

 

“The upgrades to the cardiac centre allow our patients access to the very latest in technology and medical 

care available in the field of heart medicine. Private patients from around the Eastern Cape are able to 

have all of their cardiac needs attended to at a single highly specialised centre,” concludes Murison. 
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